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I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1970. 


This  was  a very  satisfactory  year  from  the  public  health 
point  of  view,  and  from  the  vital  statistics  embodied  in  this 
report  it  is  clear  that  the  health  of  this  direct  compares 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Despite  the  extensive  programme  of  sewerage  schemes  the 
progress  seems  to  be  slow;  however  most  of  the  district  will 
have  main  drainage  in  due  course. 

I am  grateful  for  the  hard  work  of  all  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  special  mention  must  be  made  of 
Mr.  L.E.  Scott,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  Again 
Miss  J.L.  Bradley  has  successfully  carried  out  all  her  various 
duties  as  Chief  Clerk. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  those 
members  of  the  Council  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  247  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  1970 
compared  with  40  in  1969.  The  rise  is  attributable  to  an  increase 
in  measles  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever 


There  were  10  notifications  compared  with  11  for  1969.  As  is 
usual  in  recent  years  all  the  cases  were  very  mild. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  only  2 cases  of  whooping  cough  which  is  a sign  of  the 
effectiveness  of  the  immunisation  campaign. 

Diphtheria 

There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  this  district  during 
the  last  fifteen  years. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  was  no  connection  between  the  two  notified  cases  of  food 
poisoning.  As  is  usual  in  odd  sporadic  cases  it  was  not  possible  to 
determine  the  origin  of  infection. 

Many  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  of  calves  and  other  animals  on  farms  being  infected  with  various 
types  of  Salmonella.  In  most  cases  only  a few  persons  were  at  risk 
and  no  known  case  of  food  poisoning  in  humans  has  originated  from  such 
sources. 

Dysentery 

The  three  cases  of  dysentery  were  all  members  of  one  family. 

They  were  kept  under  observation  until  shown  to  be  free  from  infection. 

Tuberculosis 


There  were  only  3 new  cases  of  respiratory  and  1 new  case  of 
non -respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

There  was  no  death  attributed  to  tiiberculosis  during  the  year. 
Immunisation  against  Infectious  Diseases 

* As  the  immunisation  programme  is  carried  out  by  a computer  at 
the  County  Health  Department  no  figures  are  available  for  this 
district  for  1970. 


-1- 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 


Section  47 


No  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  above  acts  during  the 
year.  The  unsatisfactory  circumstances  under  which  many  old  people 
were  living  were  investigated.  If  persons  require  to  be  admitted 
to  hospital  or  old  people ®s  homes  it  is  better  to  use  powers  of 
persuasion  rather  than  legal  compulsion. 

All  the  various  voluntary  associations  are  of  great  benefit 
in  helping  old  people  live  in  their  homes  and  tribute  must  be  paid 
to  all  those  home  helps,  who  often  work  under  very  trying  circumstances. 


Section  50 


It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  exercise  their  powers 
under  this  section  of  the  Act  during  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  corrected  death  rate  was  9.9  per  thousand  compared  with  10.0 
for  1969  and  11.7  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  14.2  compared  with  15.0  for  1969 
and  16.0  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  19.0  compared  with  10.0  for  19&9 
and  18.0  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 
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Vital  Statistics 


Area  in  acres 

Census  Population  (1961) 

Population  estimated  to  middle  year 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  population 
(not  corrected) 

Comparability  Factor 

Total  deaths  per  1,000,  corrected 

Senile  mortality  rate  as  percentage 
of  total  deaths  (65  and  over) 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths 


94,668 

42,420 

55,160 

21,599 


£2,194,994 

£8,737 


17.4 


.57 


9.9 

82.2 

Nil 

Nil 
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BIRTHS 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

531 

279 

252 

Illegitimate 

38 

12 

26 

569 

291 

278 

Live  births  per 

1,000  population  (not 

corrected) 

000 

10.3 

Comparability  factor 

000 

• 0 0 

1.38 

Live  births  per 

1,000  population  (corrected) 

000 

14,2 

j Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  births 

000 

7 

STILLBIRTHS 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

3 

Stillbirths  per 

1,000  live  and 

stillbirths 

0 0 9 

9 

Total  live  and 

stillbirths 

000 

0 0 e 

574 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

10 

4 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

11 

5 

~r 

Total  deaths  per 

1,000  live  births 

0 9 0 

0 e 0 

19 

Legitimate  infant 

deaths  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 

19 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

26 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 


TOTAL 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  1 

3 1 

1 

5 

4 1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

live  births ) . „ » 

7 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

- 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Early  nao-.natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1000 

total  live  births)  ...  5 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  . ..  14 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Hailsham  Rural 

England  & Wales 

Birth  Rate 

14,2 

16.0 

Infantile  Mortality 

19  .0 

18.0 

Death  Rate 

9.9 

11.7 

oooooooooooooe 

CASES  NOTIFIED  OR  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL 

& TOTAL  DEATHS 

Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

— — ■ 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

- 

- 

Measles 

22  7 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

3 

1 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

- 

— 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Under1 
1 yr. 

1 

yr0 

2 

yrso 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrso 

10-14 

yrso 

15-24 

yrso 

25  yrs 
& over 

TOTAL 

Measles 

9 

24 

28 

27 

28 

97 

9 

1 

4 

227 

Scarlet 

Fever 

■> 

_ 

1 

8 

1 

— 

— 

10 

Whooping 

Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Food 

Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Infective 

Hapatitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

9 

24 

28 

27 

29 

107 

10 

3 

9 

246 

ooooooooooooooo  ooo 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Mo  F. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Mo  F. 

Respiratory 

Mo  F. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Under  5 years 

5-14  years 

15  - 24  years 

25  - 44  years 

45  - 64  years 

Over  65  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 H 1 8 1 B 

9 B 1 1 I 1 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

2 1 

1 

- 

- 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

B4 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

1 

1 

B17 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

1 

- 

1 

B18 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

B19C1) 

Malignant  neoplasm  Bucal  cavity  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

B19(2) 

" " Oesophagus 

1 

1 

2 

B19(3) 

” ” Stomach 

15 

7 

22 

B19(4) 

" ” Intestine 

12 

20 

32 

B19(6) 

” " Lung,  Bronchus 

32 

8 

40 

B19(7) 

" M Breast 

.. 

14 

14 

B19(8) 

” " Uterus 

— 

10 

10 

B19(9) 

M " Prestate 

8 

— 

8 

B19(10)  Leukaemia 

3 

1 

4 

B19(ll)  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

28 

32 

60 

B20 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

- 

2 

2 

B21 

Diabetes  Melitus 

4 

1 

5 

B22 

Avitaminoses , etc . 

- 

1 

1 

B23 

Anaemias 

3 

- 

3 

B46(3) 

Mental  disorders 

3 

6 

9 

B24 

Meningitis 

1 

- 

1 

B46(4) 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

1 

1 

B46(5) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

3 

1 

4 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  heart  disease 

2 

4 

6 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

9 

8 

17 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

139 

103 

242 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

27 

40 

67 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

57 

93 

150 

B46(6) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

23 

21 

44 

B31 

Influenza 

13 

18 

31 

B32 

Pneumonia 

30 

34 

64 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

24 

7 

31 

B46(7) 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system 

1 

3 

4 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

1 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

4 

3 

7 

B37 

Cirrohsis  of  liver 

2 

- 

2 

B46(8) 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

3 

4 

7 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

B46(9) 

Other  diseases,  Genito-urinary  system 

2 

- 

2 

B46(11)  Diseases  of  musculo -skeletal  system 

1 

4 

5 

B42 

Congenital  anomolies 

1 

- 

1 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

2 

- 

2 

B45 

BE47 

Symptons  and  ill-defined  conditions 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

7 

4 

4 

6 

11 

BE  48 

All  other  accidents 

12 

15 

27 

• l BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

5 

2 

7 

BE50 

All  other  external  causes 

1 

1 

2 

J 

485 

. J 

4 77 

962 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Main  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  area  by  the  Eastbourne 
Waterworks  Company,  and  the  many  analyses  of  the  various  sources  show 
that  the  water  supplied  is  satisfactory  in  quality. 

The  restrictions  imposed  on  new  development  in  the  Parishes  of 
Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron,  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  both  the  public 
water  supplies  and  the  sewage  disposal  works,  continued  in  force. 

Good  progress  was  made  by  the  Water  Company  in  the  construction  of  the 
new  Reservoir  treatment  works  and  intake  from  the  River  Cuckmere  at 
Arlington,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  source  will  be  brought  into 
use  as  planned  in  1971.  However,  in  order  to  overcome  the  inadequacy 
of  the  water  supply  at  Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron  it  will  also  be 
necessary  for  new  connecting  mains  to  be  laid. 

As  previously  reported  all  the  sources  of  main  water  supplies 
are  deficient  in  natural  fluoride,  the  fluoride  content  from  the 
various  stations  being  as  follows; 


Burwash 

• • • 

0.20  parts  per 

million 

Waterworks  Road,  Eastbourne 

000 

0.10  “ 

a 

ii 

Birling  Farm,  East  Dean 

0 • 0 

nil  " 

it 

it 

Friston 

0 0 9 

0.03  " 

it 

n 

Amberstone,  Hailsham 

9 0 9 

0.22  tt 

it 

•t 

Filching  Well,  Jevington 

0 9 0 

0.05  " 

n 

it 

Deep  Dean,  Litlington 

0 0 9 

nil  " 

N 

tt 

Sweet  Willow  Wood,  Ninfield 

0 0 9 

0.14  " 

n 

n 

Cowbeech,  Herstmonceux  ... 

varies  from  nil  to  0.22 
according  to  the  flow  in 

•t 

the 

n 

river . 

Hazards  Green,  Ninfield  ... 

varies  from 
according  to 

0.04  to  0.26 
the  flow  in  the 

n 

river . 
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EXTENSION  OF  THE  WATER  MAIN 


During  the  year  the  Council  requisitioned  the  extension  of 
the  water  main  to  serve  groups  of  isolated  houses  as  under: 

(a)  771  yards  of  4"  main  to  serve  3 houses  and  2 farms  at 

East  Hoathly. 

(b)  3175  yards  of  3"  main  to  serve  13  houses  and  2 farms  in 

the  Parish  of  Warbleton 

(c)  857  yards  of  2tt  main  to  serve  4 houses  and  1 farm 

at  N infield. 

In  these  particular  areas  the  well  water  supplies  were  both 
inadequate  and  liable  to  pollution  and  previously  the  cost  of 
extending  the  main  was  considered  prohibitive.  However,  with 
substantial  capital  contributions  being  made  by  all  property  owners 
the  cost  to  the  Council  was  reduced  to  reasonable  proportions. 


In  addition  the  following  lengths  of  water  main  were  laid  in 
the  Parishes  of  East  Dean,  East  Hoathly,  Folkington,  Hailsham, 
Hellingly,  Herstmonceux,  Horam,  Ninfield,  Polegate,  Westham  and 
Willingdon? 


273  yards  of  1”  main 

36I  yards  of  2"  main 

7 24  yards  of  3”  main 

789  yards  of  4W  main 

114  yards  of  5"  main 

79  yards  of  6”  main 

322  yards  of  7"  main 

545  yards  of  9"  main 

533  yards  of  15"  main 

1200  yards  of  18"  main 

3500  yards  of  21”  main 

Total  lengths  of  new  main  laid  is  12,970  yards,  or 
approximately  7i  miles,  making  a total  length  of  water  main 
in  service  at  31st  December  1970  of  319  miles  463  yards. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPLIES 


The  following  table  details  the  distribution  of  piped  supplies 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  approximately  98.26$  of  the 
population  is  provided  with  main  water: 


Parish 

i 

Estimated 
Population 
j supplied  by 
Public  or 
Private  Main 

Number  of  houses  supplied 

By  Public 

Main 

By  Stand 

Pipe 

By  Private 
Main 

Alciston 

118 

27 

21 

Alfriston 

?01 

307 

- 

- 

Arlington 

482 

196 

— 

- 

Berwick 

260 

98 

— 

- 

Chalvington 

147 

53 

- 

- 

Chiddingly 

740 

296 

- 

- 

East  Dean 

1198 

502 

- 

- 

East  Hoathly 

745 

330 

- 

Folkington 

68 

26 

- 

- 

Friston 

421 

176 

- 

- 

Hailsham 

9520 

3950 

- 

Heathfield 

4454 

1777 

- 

Hellingly 

3952 

1134 

- 

- 

Herstmonceux 

2011 

788 

- 

- 

Hooe 

329 

117 

- 

- 

Horam 

2117 

844 

- 

- 

Jevington 

129 

58 

- 

- 

Laughton 

595 

166 

- 

- 

Litlington 

107 

44 

- 

_ 

Lullington 

27 

11 

- 

- 

Ninfield 

1110 

4 77 

- 

- 

P evens ey 

3250 

1607 

- 

- 

Pole gate 

7646 

3275 

- 

- 

Ripe 

470 

88 

- 

- 

Selmeston 

131 

49 

- 

- 

Waldron 

2863 

1071 

- 

- 

Warbleton 

1012 

418 

— 

- 

Wartling 

438 

162 

- 

- 

Westdean 

65 

25 

6 

- 

Westham 

2540 

1010 

— 

- 

Willingdon 

6337 

2744 

- 

- 

Wilmington 

237 

90 

54,220 

21,916 

6 

21 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  Parishes  of  Hooe  and  Ninfield 
was  completed  in  the  spring  and  3^5  houses  were  connect  ed  to  the 
new  sewers «, 

Authority  was  given  by  the  Ministry  to  invite  tenders  for  the 
Lunsford  Cross , Ninfield,  Sewerage  Scheme,  but  due  to  difficulties 
with  the  acquisition  of  the  sewage  disposal  site  it  was  not  possible 
to  proceed  further  with  this  scheme  during  the  year. 

It  had  been  hoped  tha^  it  would  have  been  possible  to  go  out 
to  tender  for  the  Hailsham  (Northern  & Southern)  Sewerage  Scheme  and 
also  for  the  new  Sewerage  Works  at  Vines  Cross  to  serve  the  Parishes 
of  Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron,  but  it  was  not  to  be.  Accordingly 
the  grossly  overloaded  sewerage  disposal  works  at  Hailsham  and  Vines 
Cross  have  had  to  continue  for  another  year0 

Again  this  year  has  been  one  of  preparation  and  the  Council’s 
Engineering  Staff  have  prepared  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes 


for  the  following  Parishes : - 

(a) 

Berwick  & Selmeston 

(b) 

East  Dean 

(c) 

Ripe 

Following  the  advent  of  main  water  to  many  Parishes  in  the  last 
10  years,  many  of  the  dwellings  in  the  villages  have  been  modernised 
and  equipped  with  all  sanitary  amenities,  with  the  result  that  in  many 
cases  pollution  of  ditches,  rivers  and  streams  has  occurred  due  to 
the  increased  drainage  flow,  and  hence  the  need  to  provide  sewerage 
schemes  to  prevent  pollution  and  abate  public  health  nuisances. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  properties  in  the  district, 
entailing  the  use  of  10  modern  compression  type  vehicles  and  the 
employment  of  j6  men.  In  addition  an  old  side  loading  refuse  vehicle 
of  10  cubic  yards  capacity  is  stationed  at  Hellingly  Hospital  where  it 
is  filled  by  the  Hospital  Staff  and  removed  for  emptying  by  the  Council* 
Staff  3 times  each  week. 

The  volume  of  refuse  collected  from  most  households  continues  to 
increase  and  especially  noticeable  is  the  large  amount  of  plastic 
containers,  polythene,  paper  packaging  material  and  tins  now  collected. 
The  amount  of  coal  ash  in  the  refuse  decreases  year  by  year  as  more 
and  more  houses  instal  central  heating  systems  using  oil,  gas  or 
electricity. 
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It  is  estimated  that  12,300  tons  of  refuse  were  collected 
during  the  year  and  this  represents  12.25  cwts.  per  1,000  head  of 
population  per  day. 

The  records  show  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
dustbins  to  be  emptied  each  week  was  27, 130 0 

The  requests  for  free  collection  of  unwanted  articles  of 
furniture  and  junk  have  again  increased  and  no  less  than  1646  special 
collections  were  made  direct  from  houses.  This  involved  almost  full 
use  of  a 5 ton  lorry  and  1 mans  indeed  in  order  to  deal  with  the 
number  of  requests  it  was  necessary  for  considerable  overtime  to  be 
worked.  Even  so  dumping  of  junk,  old  furniture  and  rubbish  still 
occurred  and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  59  accumulations  from  roadside 
verges,  waste  land  and  woodland  adjoining  the  highway.  Much  time 
and  endeavour  was  spent  in  trying  to  trace  the  persons  responsible 
for  such  dumping  but  with  little  success. 

Publicity  is  given  regularly  to  the  free  collection  service 
and  to  the  fact  that  any  ratepayer  may  dispose  of  refuse  or  junk 
at  the  Council "s  tip  at  Arlington  in  an  attempt  to  deter  dumping. 

During  the  year  33  old  cars  were  reported  as  being  abandoned 
on  highway  verges,  car  parks,  etc.  In  22  cases  the  owners  were 
traced  and  the  cars  were  removed  by  them  at  their  expense.  The 
remaining  11  vehicles  were  collected  and  disposed  of  by  a local 
car  breaker  at  a cost  to  the  Council  of  £3°00  per  vehicle.  That 
the  problem  of  abandoned  cars  has  not  worsened  is  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  there  are  a number  of  car  breaking  yards  within  the 
district  where  cars  can  be  taken  directly  by  the  owners. 


LEAP  CROSS  DEPOT 

All  maintenance  of  the  Council °s  fleet  of  vehicles  is  carried 
out  at  Leap  Cross  Depot  by  direct  labour,  a Foreman-Mechanic , a 
semi-skilled  mechanic  and  an  apprentice  mechanic  being  employed. 

With  the  complexity  of  the  modern  vehicles  and  the  need  to 
comply  in  full  with  the  many  requirements  of  the  Transport  Act,  the 
Council  agreed  that  Freight  Transport  Ltd.  be  asked  to  carry  out  an 
investigation  of  the  maintenance  arrangements  and  report  on  their 
findings . 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District  is  treated  in 
a Vickers  Seerdrum  Pulverisation  Plant  at  Ruffets  Wood,  Arlington 
and  the  resultant  product  is  tipped  on  the  adjoining  land. 

The  level  of  the  land  is  being  raised  6 ft.  by  means  of  2 x 
3 ft.  layers  of  pulverised  refuse  and  is  to  be  then  covered  with 
1 ft.  of  soil  before  being  handed  back  to  the  farmer  for  agricultural 

use. 


Twenty  eight  acres  of  woodland  have  been  leased  and  by  the  end 
of  1970  some  3 to  4 acres  of  land  had  been  covered  by  pulverised 
refuse,  the  trees  and  undergrowth  having  previously  been  cleared. 

The  Plant  has  worked  well  and  little  problem  has  occurred  from 
flies,  smell  or  rodents,  although  naturally  flies  do  appear  in  the 
reception  area  for  the  crude  refuse. 

A labour  force  of  two  men  is  engaged  at  the  Plant  but  this  has 
to  be  supplemented  when  tree  clearance  is  being  effected. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  treatment  and  disposal  of 
the  refuse  amounts  to  £1.0?  per  ton. 

STREET  CLEANING 

A labour  force  of  6 men  and  3 women  are  employed  on  street 
cleaning  in  the  built-up  areas  and  shopping  centres  in  18  Parishes. 
The  more  outlying  Parishes  are  visited  by  a mobile  gang  of  2 men 
regularly  each  week. 

It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  that  the  general  public* s 
habits  of  dropping  litter  have  not  improved  despite  publicity 
campaigns  and  the  provision  of  litter  bins  at  strategic  points  around 
the  district. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


Four  special  vehicles  are  fully  engaged  on  the  emptying  of 
cesspools  within  the  district.  In  the  Parishes  of  Heathfield  and 
Waldron  cesspools  are  emptied  at  regular  intervals  and  the  cost  of 
the  service  is  partially  met  by  a special  rate  levied  in  those 
Parishes.  In  the  remainder  of  the  district  cesspools  are  emptied 
on  request  and  on  payment  of  charges.  These  charges  do  not  meet 
the  full  cost  of  the  service  and  the  scheme  is  subsidised  out  of 
the  General  Rate  Fund. 
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Disposal  of  cesspool  contents  is  mainly  on  agricultural  land 
remote  from  houses  and  streams  but  difficulty  occurs  in  the  winter 
months , especially  during  wet  weather,  when  long  hauls  become  necessary0 
Facilities  for  disposal  are  to  be  included  in  the  proposed  new  Sewage 
Works  at  Hailsham  and  Vines  Cross  and  it  is  hoped  that  a start  will  be 
made  on  both  these  Works  during  1971= 

Despite  the  fact  that  since  1961  sewerage  has  been  provided  at 
Alfriston,  Punnetts  Town,  East  Hoathly,  Windmill  Hill,  Wilmington, 
Filching  and  Jevington,  and  Ninfield  and  Hooe,  the  demands  for  this 
service  have  diminished  but  little . 

It  would  seem  that  this  demand  is  due  to  three  factors: 

(a)  the  increased  consumption  of  water  since  the  advent  of  main 
water  in  the  last  decade  to  the  North  Western  and  other  Parishes 0 

(b)  the  modernisation  of  old  cottages  with  the  provision  of  amenities 
and  the  installation  of  larger  cesspools,, 

(c)  the  more  affluent  society  who  are  prepared  to  pay  for  their 
cesspools  to  be  emptied  more  frequently  to  prevent  nuisance. 

Although  the  Council  have  a continuing  programme  to  provide 
sewerage  in  many  hamlets  and  Parishes  it  is  quite  clear  that  there 
will  remain  many  dwellings  in  the  more  rural  parts  where  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  provide  sewers  at  reasonable  cost  and  thus  these  dwellings 
must  still  depend  on  septic  tanks  or  cesspools  for  their  drainage  disposal 
systems. 


Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  four  vehicles  are  as 
follows  s 


Cesspools 

Loads 

Emptied 

Removed 

Heathfield  and 

Waldron 

1021 

2027 

District 

2453 

5268 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year  8 houses  and  4 flats  were  erected  at  Wilmington 
whilst  22  dwellings  were  completed  at  Town  Farm  Hailsham.  It  was 
possible  to  re-house  a few  families  living  in  unfit  houses  and 
details  of  the  dwellings  dealt  with  under  the  Slum  Clearance  are 
given  later  in  this  report. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  92/69  the  Council  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  the  Environment  a revised  programme  of  properties 
to  be  dealt  with  under  Slum  Clearance  procedures  as  follows , and 
when  this  programme  is  carried  out  it  is  thought  that  all  unfit 
dwellings  will  be  dealt  with: 


1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Houses  likely  to  be 
subject  to  Demolition 
or  Closing  Orders 

20 

20 

20 

9 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Council  dwellings  were  under  construction 
as  follows: 

(a)  27  houses  at  East  Hoathly 

(b)  3$  flatlets  for  the  elderly  at  Maryan  Court,  Hailsham. 

(c)  5 houses  and 

36  bungalows  for  the  elderly  at  Town  Farm,  Hailsham 

(d)  18  houses  and 

16  flats  at  Ninfield 

and  should  be  available  for  occupation  in  1971® 

These  dwellings  will  assist  materially  in  meeting  the  housing  needs, 
especially  of  the  elderly.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still 
over  TOO  applicants  on  the  housing  list  of  which  one  third  were  for  the 
elderly,  i.e.  single  persons  or  married  couples  of  retirement  age.  It 
is  thought  however  that  the  true  picture  of  the  number  of  applicants 
in  housing  need  would  not  exceed  550 . 
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During  the  year  79  applications  for  Improvement  Grant  were 
approved,,  The  average  amount  of  grant  per  dwelling  was  £647  and 
35  of  these  grants  were  in  respect  of  houses  owner-occupied,  whilst 
34  related  to  rented  dwellings , In  addition  20  applications  for 
Standard  Grant  were  approved  and  these  were  mainly  in  respect  of 
houses  owner-occupied. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  landlords  are  now  taking 
advantage  of  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme  to  modernise  rented 
accommodation.  Undoubtedly  the  fact  that  a controlled  tenancy 
can  be  converted  into  a regulated  tenancy  with  a fair  rent  for  the 
property  has  been  an  incentive  for  landlords  to  provide  the  necessary 
amenities  and  at  the  same  time  to  carry  out  any  essential  repairs. 
Before  such  change  in  tenancy  and  rental  can  be  effected  it  is 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  issue  a Qualification  Certificate, 
Details  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  are  given 
later  in  this  report, 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 


Improvement  Cases 

1.  Number  of  applications  for  qualification 

certificates  under  section  44(2)  under 
consideration  at  end  of  period;  18 

2.  Number  of  certificates  or  provisional 

approval  issued;  17 

3.  Number  of  qualification  certificates 

issued  under  section  46(3)  ^ 

Standard  Amenities  already  provided 

4.  Number  of  applications  for  qualification 

certificates  under  section  44(1)  under 
consideration  at  end  of  period:  47 

5.  Number  of  qualification  certificates 

issued  under  Section  45(2)  in  respect  of: 


(1) 

dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £90 
or  more  in  Greater  London  or  of  £60 

or  more  elsewhere: 

— 

(2) 

dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £60 
to  less  than  £90  in  Greater  London  or 
of  £40  to  less  than  £60  elsewhere. 
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(3)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  less  than 
£60  in  Greater  London  or  less  than  £40 
elsewhere : 

Exemption  for  low  income  tenants  from  Section  5^» 

6.  Number  of  certificates  issued  under  section  55 • 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 
as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Section  16  (4) 
and  17  (1)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  . ..  * . . 1 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  Local  Authority 
from  houses  the  subject  of  Demolition  or 

Closing  Orders  7 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action 
under  Section  9 and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  . ..  . . . 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  ...  •••  1 




ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


There  are  9 licensed  animal  boarding  establishments  in  the 
district  and  all  have  been  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 

442  premises  have  been  registered  under  this  Act.  Regular 
inspections  show  that  generally  all  the  premises  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  only  1 minor  accident  occurred 
during  the  year  involving  1 person  in  these  registered  premises  where 
1750  persons  are  normally  employed. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

There  are  32  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  registered  with  the  Council. 

The  larger  establishments  are  well  equipped  with  expensive  plant  to 
deal  with  the  large  quantities  of  scrap  metal  delivered  to  their  yards. 
Unfortunately  several  of  these  scrap  yards,  which  have  been  in 
existence  for  many  years,  have  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have 
become  an  eyesore. 

There  would  appear  to  be  a need  to  reclaim  scrap  metal  for  re-use 
and  thus  these  scrap  yards  serve  a useful  purpose,  apart  from  the  fact 
that  they  receive  scrap  metal  and  old  cars  which  otherwise  would  be 
dumped  in  the  countryside. 

CARAVAN  SITES 


All  the  Caravan  Sites  continue  to  be  well  conducted  and 
maintained?  indeed  the  larger  sites  have  attained  a very  high 
standard,  with  the  majority  of  the  caravans  being  equipped  with  their 
own  baths,  water  closets  and  with  main  water,  electricity  and  drainage 
connected. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  Caravan  Sites  was  as 
follows : 


Number  of  Caravans 
on  Site 

1 

2 

3 

4/14 

15  & Over 

Number  of  Sites 

. 

61 

5 

3 

6 

13 

The  largest  site  has  standings  for  360  caravans . 

The  Gypsies  settled  down  well  on  the  two  Gypsy  Caravan  Sites, 
each  with  3 pitches,  which  were  first  brought  into  use  in  1969 • The 

children  of  school  age  all  attended  school  regularly.  As  yet  there 
is  no  indication  that  the  menfolk  will  forego  their  previous  ways 
of  earning  a living  and  obtain  regular  employment.  It  seems  quite 
clear  that  the  process  of  integrating  and  educating  the  Gypsy  folk 
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will  be  a long  one  and  may  never  be  accomplished  with  the  older 
folk. 

MILK  & DAIRIES 


Although  the  register  shows  the  retailers  of  milk  totalling 
79,  the  great  majority  of  these  are  shops  which  carry  small  supplies 
of  milk  for  the  convenience  of  their  customers.  Almost  the  whole 
of  the  milk  delivered  to  houses  is  sold  by  six  retailers. 

Regular  samples  of  untreated  milk  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Brighton,  and  any  sample  failing  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  is  reported  to  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  investigation. 

The  results  of  samples  submitted  are  summarised  below; 

Biological  examinations 

Number  of  Samples 


Infected  with  B.  abortus 
Infected  with  B.  melitensis 
Infected  with  M,  tuberculosis 


Satisfactory; 


27 


Methylene  Blue  Tests; 

Untreated 

Satisfactory:  25 

Unsatisfactory:  2 

27 


Penicillin  Tests 

Satisfactory:  27 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  6 Slaughterhouses  within  the  District  continued  in  use 
during  the  year,  and  all  were  operated  in  a hygienic  manner. 

100$  inspection  of  meat  in  the  Slaughterhouses  has  been 
maintained,  necessitating  some  overtime  by  the  Inspectors. 
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Approximately  90$  of  the  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  wholesale 
establishment  at  Broad  Oak,  Heathfield. 

Details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  are  given  later 
in  this  report. 

During  1970  as  a result  of  inspections  at  Slaughterhouses  and 
other  food  premises  an  estimated  weight  of  31*087  lbs  of  various  foods 
was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

There  were  a number  of  breakdowns  of  refrigerated  display  or 
storage  cabinets  and  as  a result  frozen  foods  to  the  value  of  £242-66 
were  with-held  from  sale, 

A number  of  complaints  regarding  the  quality  of  foodstuffs 
purchased  by  the  general  public  were  made  to  the  Department  and  in 
appropriate  cases  such  complaints  were  referred  to  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  East  Sussex  County  Council, 

In  addition  to  the  usual  complaints  regarding  dirty  milk  bottles, 
mouldy  bread,  etc,  complaints  were  received  regarding  (a)  a bovine  hair 
in  a steak  and  kidri^  pudding  and  a beefburger,  (b)  a nematode  worm  in 
fish,  (c)  gristle  as  the  main  meat  content  in  a pastie,  (d)  an  alleged 
worm  in  a tin  of  corned  beef,  which  turned  out  to  be  a "blood  vessel" 
and  (e)  a large  greyish-orange  coloured  object  found  in  a tin  of 
gooseberries.  The  latter  on  examination  was  found  to  be  a mass  of 
fungus  mycelium,  also  an  orange  mould  identified  as  Sporendonema  casei. 

In  June  when  a bean  crop  at  a farm  in  Hellingly  was  being  sprayed 
by  aeroplane  with  Disyston,  an  organo~phosphorus  compound  to  control 
aphides  in  the  crop,  the  aeroplane  unfortunately  overshot  the  field  and 
sprayed  lettuces  and  strawberries  on  the  adjoining  land. 

As  Disyston  is  a systemic  poison  the  contaminated  crops  of  lettuces 
and  strawberries  had  to  be  destroyed. 

POULTRY 


The  effects  of  fowl  pest  and  the  closure  of  a large  processing 
plant  during  the  year  are  reflected  in  reduced  numbers,  but  the  general 
standard  of  poultry  and  plants  is  good. 

Large  numbers  of  broilers  continue  to  leave  the  district  for 
killing  elsewhere  throughout  the  year.  The  16  processing  plants 
registered  operate  mainly  for  the  Christmas  trade. 
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Number  of  Poultry  Processing  premises: 

16 

Number  of  visits  to  premises: 

55 

Number  and  types  of  birds  processed 
during  the  year: 

Chickens 

25,700 

Capons 

53,875 

Hens 

345,964 

Turkeys 

18,285 

Cocks  „ . . 

2,000 

Percentage  of  poultry  rejected: 

0,86$ 

Weight  of  poultry  rejected: 

23,136  lbs 0 
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Carcasses  and  Offal  Inspected  and 
Condemned  in  Whole  or  Part 


i 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Kids 

1 

Pigs 

I 

Number  Killed 

2030 

499 

740 

5471 

12,182 

Number  Inspected 

2030 

499 

740 

5471 

12,182 

All  diseases , except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cystercerci 

Whole  carcasses 
condemned 

2 

12 

12 

25 

31 

Carcasses  of  which  seme 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

239 

97 

5 

211 

964 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or 
Cystercerci 

L 

12.36$ 

21.84$ 

2.3$ 

4.31$ 

8.17$ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcasses 
condemned 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

26 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

0.213$ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcasses  of  which  som 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

e 

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

. 

■0 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

i J 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS.  I960 


Type  of  Premises 

(i) 

Number  of 
Premises 

(ii) 

Number  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16. 

(iii) 

Number  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

(iv) 

Number  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Grocers 

92 

92 

92 

92 

Cafe’s 

42 

42 

42 

42 

Butchers 

26 

26 

26 

26 

General  Stores 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Hotels 

22 

22 

22 

22 

Sweet  Shops 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Poultry  Processors 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Chemists 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Off  Licences 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Bakers  Shops 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Bakehouses 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Public  Houses 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Ice  Cream  Sellers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Food  Stores 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Fishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Slaught erhous  es 

6 

6 

6 

6 i 

Markets 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Food  Factories 

5 

5 

5 

1 

5 

Greengrocers 

15 

15 

15 

15 

! 360 

360 

360 

360 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  one  Rodent  Operator  has  again  had  a busy  year  dealing 
with  the  many  requests  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  at 
private  dwelling  houses. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  number  of  minor  infestations 
is  less  than  in  previous  years  but  it  is  difficult  to  decide  whether 
this  is  a temporary  "lull  in  the  storm"  or  an  indication  that  the 
consistent  treatment  has  effected  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
rodents  within  the  district. 

Film  shows  and  talks  have  again  been  given  to  schools  and 
local  organisations and  groups  on  this  subject  and  the  advice  given 
on  preventive  measures  has  been  well  received. 

Permanent  baiting  has  been  maintained  in  selected  sewers 
in  the  Parishes  of  Alfriston  and  East  Hoathly. 

Several  cases  of  Warfarin  resistance  have  been  met  in  mice 
but  no  case  of  Warfarin  resistance  has  been  found  in  rats. 


Type  of  Property 

N on-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties 

1,163 

in  district: 

23,238 

Total  number  of 

properties  inspected: 

1,003 

3 

Number  infested: 

(Rats  and  mice)  Major  2 

- 

Min 

or  984 

3 

Surveys 

1,128 

92 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Acts,  Improvement  Grants,  Qualifications  Certificates 
Housing  Acts,  Reinspections  ...  ... 

Imported  Food  Regulations  - Inspections  . . ... 

Complaints  ...  ... 

Public  Health  Nuisances  ...  ... 

Public  Health  Nuisances  - Reinspections  . . ... 

Pollution  of  Watercourses  ...  ... 

Keeping  of  animals , Pet  Shops , Boarding  Kennels , etc . ... 
Offensive  accumulations  and  Litter  Act  ...  ... 

Drains,  cesspools  and  sewers  inspected  ...  ... 

Drain  Tests  ...  ... 

Closet  Accommodation  ...  ... 

Verminous  premises,  insects  and  infestations  dealt  with.. 
Infectious  Diseases  ...  ... 

Disinfestations  ...  ... 

Tents,  Caravans,  Gypsy  Sites  ...  ... 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  (including  reinspections)  ... 
Schools  ...  . o o 

Markets  ...  . . . 

Public  Cleansing  ...  ... 

Cesspool  Emptying  ...  ... 

Water  sources,  supplies  and  samples  ...  ... 

Hawkers  premises  and  vehicles;  Scrap  Dealers  ... 

Milk  & Dairies  ...  ... 

Noise  Nuisances  ...  ... 

National  Assistance  Act  ...  ... 

Building  Regulations  ...  ... 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ... 

Meatshops,  Fish,  Fruit,  Greengrocers  ...  ... 

Catering  Establishments  & Public  Houses  ..  ... 

Ice  Cream  Shops  ...  ... 

Grocers  & General  Stores  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  and  Bakers  Shops  ...  ... 

Factories , Workshops , etc . ...  ... 

Clean  Air  Act  ...  ... 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ... 

Poultry  Processors  ...  ... 

Rent  Act  . o . • © . 

Housing  Applicants  ...  ... 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  ...  ... 

Abandoned  Cars  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  ...  ... 


502 

416 

7 

177 

220 

325 

75 

75 

76 

365 

32 

18 

56 

15 

3 

363 

1238 

1 

24 
431 

50 

39 

4 

43 

26 

21 

73 

1155 

113 

30 

32 

70 

23 

41 

32 

3 

55 

75 

142 

25 

33 
332 


Total: 


68  36 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1970  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  HAILS HAM  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  EAST 
SUSSEX 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 


PART  I of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


1 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1,  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1,2, 3.^-  and  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 

Local 

Authorities 

9 

2 

- 

- 

2,  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 

236 

41 

- 

- 

3.  Other  premises 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers* premises 

49 

5 

- 

- 

| 

294 

48 

- 

20  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 


(1) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

pound 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

» 

Inspector 

Inspector 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 



Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 


(6) 


Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S6) 

Sanitary 
conveniences 
(S  7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat- 
ing to  Outwork) 


Section  133  & 134 


PART  VIII  of  the  ACT 
OUTWORK 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of  Out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

workers  in 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

served 

tions 

August  list 

default 

tions  for 

of  work 

required  by 

in  sending 

failure 

in  unwhole- 

Section  133 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some  premises 

(1)  (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 

Making , etc . 
cleaning  and 
washing 

8 

Lampshades 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

False  Eye- 

1 

_ 

lashes 

. . ! 

* 


